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Op-ed: Revolutionizing the Canadian social justice sector

A shorter version of this op-ed was published in yesterday’s Toronto

Star.

On March 29, the Canadian government released its 2012 federal

budget, making it official: Funding for progressive social causes has

been cut, and the federal government is no longer in the business

of supporting independently minded public action.
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Over the short term, many state-
funded groups will shrink or
disappear, while those that survive
will lose all semblance of
autonomy. If you care about public
affairs, critical thinking, and social
justice, this is bad news.

Over the long term, however, the
Conservatives may have just done
Canadians a favour. Deprived of
federal funding, independent
activists will now have to learn
new ways of ethically raising
money from individuals,
communities, and businesses.

By multiplying revenue sources,
Canada’s social justice groups will
reduce their vulnerability to single-
source arm-twisting. By relying on
private funding, they will no longer
be concerned about offending
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This new, American-style
approach to promoting social
justice could be a good thing,
returning a measure of self
sufficiency and independence to
what has become a vulnerable and

Sociology at Dalhousie
University.

increasingly cowed community.

Like many in Europe, autonomous Canadian progressives have
until now relied heavily on public money. In years past, unspoken
agreements ensured that public funding would not be manipulated
to enforce official policy.

The Canadian government’s original intentions were pure. In the
1970s, the country was suffering economically and politicians
hoped to dampen unrest by funding progressive civic groups.
Keen to make the world a better place, moreover, they supported
a multitude of organizations engaged in cutting-edge international
thinking.

On the home front, these public action groups included
indigenous rights bodies such as the Native Council of Canada
(now the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples), or women’s groups
such as the National Action Committee on the Status of Women
(NAC). To advance social justice abroad, the government created
the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), an
innovative Canadian crown corporation with a multinational
governing board.

Like other quasi-state entities, the IDRC received funding from the
Canadian government while remaining at “arms length” from
officialdom. IDRC staffers were not public servants, and its board,
in theory, was largely independent.

Until recently, federal support for these and other groups
distinguished Canada from the United States, where independent
thinking is often privately funded.

The notion underlying Canada’s former approach was that a
vociferous social justice sector was a public good worth
supporting, irrespective of policy disagreements. Public money
was to be used for broad public purposes by state agencies,
crown corporations, and private groups alike.

The problem, of course, was that this system created

http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/op-ed-revolutionizing-the-canadian-social-justice-sector/[16/04/2012 10:57:29]

Cartoon Gallery

IN OTHER NEWS

Keystone
dragged into
election-year
posturing in
Washington

Asia stocks
sink amid
global
economic
worries

Horwath
prefers
negotiation to
election

Canadian MPs
pay tribute to
war dead

Redford
shocked at
rival's anti-

gay views

Liberals in
tough fightin
two
byelections

Wildrose
leader calls
recent PC
endorsement
"tragic"

Mulcair says
Tory cuts to
civil servants
put public
safety at risk

Women's
issues at
centre stage in
presidential
campaigns


http://www.ipolitics.ca/cartoons
http://www.ipolitics.ca/cartoons
http://www.ipolitics.ca/cartoons
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/keystone-dragged-into-election-year-posturing-in-washington/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/keystone-dragged-into-election-year-posturing-in-washington/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/keystone-dragged-into-election-year-posturing-in-washington/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/keystone-dragged-into-election-year-posturing-in-washington/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/keystone-dragged-into-election-year-posturing-in-washington/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/keystone-dragged-into-election-year-posturing-in-washington/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/asia-stocks-sink-amid-global-economic-worries/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/asia-stocks-sink-amid-global-economic-worries/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/asia-stocks-sink-amid-global-economic-worries/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/asia-stocks-sink-amid-global-economic-worries/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/asia-stocks-sink-amid-global-economic-worries/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/asia-stocks-sink-amid-global-economic-worries/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/horwath-prefers-negotiations-to-election/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/horwath-prefers-negotiations-to-election/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/horwath-prefers-negotiations-to-election/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/horwath-prefers-negotiations-to-election/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/horwath-prefers-negotiations-to-election/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/canadian-mps-pay-tribute-to-war-dead/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/canadian-mps-pay-tribute-to-war-dead/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/canadian-mps-pay-tribute-to-war-dead/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/canadian-mps-pay-tribute-to-war-dead/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/redford-shocked-at-rivals-anti-gay-views/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/redford-shocked-at-rivals-anti-gay-views/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/redford-shocked-at-rivals-anti-gay-views/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/redford-shocked-at-rivals-anti-gay-views/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/redford-shocked-at-rivals-anti-gay-views/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/liberals-in-tough-fight-in-two-byelections/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/liberals-in-tough-fight-in-two-byelections/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/liberals-in-tough-fight-in-two-byelections/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/liberals-in-tough-fight-in-two-byelections/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/liberals-in-tough-fight-in-two-byelections/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/albertas-conservatives-welcome-father-of-party-support-but-opposition-calls-it-tragic/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/albertas-conservatives-welcome-father-of-party-support-but-opposition-calls-it-tragic/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/albertas-conservatives-welcome-father-of-party-support-but-opposition-calls-it-tragic/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/albertas-conservatives-welcome-father-of-party-support-but-opposition-calls-it-tragic/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/albertas-conservatives-welcome-father-of-party-support-but-opposition-calls-it-tragic/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/albertas-conservatives-welcome-father-of-party-support-but-opposition-calls-it-tragic/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/mulcairsays-tory-cuts-to-civil-servants-put-public-safety-at-risk/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/mulcairsays-tory-cuts-to-civil-servants-put-public-safety-at-risk/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/mulcairsays-tory-cuts-to-civil-servants-put-public-safety-at-risk/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/mulcairsays-tory-cuts-to-civil-servants-put-public-safety-at-risk/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/mulcairsays-tory-cuts-to-civil-servants-put-public-safety-at-risk/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/mulcairsays-tory-cuts-to-civil-servants-put-public-safety-at-risk/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/womensissues-at-centre-stage-as-obama-romney-woo-female-voters/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/womensissues-at-centre-stage-as-obama-romney-woo-female-voters/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/womensissues-at-centre-stage-as-obama-romney-woo-female-voters/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/womensissues-at-centre-stage-as-obama-romney-woo-female-voters/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/womensissues-at-centre-stage-as-obama-romney-woo-female-voters/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/womensissues-at-centre-stage-as-obama-romney-woo-female-voters/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/alpheus-at-committee
http://www.ipolitics.ca/legisinfo
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/cartagena-prostitute-wouldnt-leave-hotel-until-paid/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/cartagena-prostitute-wouldnt-leave-hotel-until-paid/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/cartagena-prostitute-wouldnt-leave-hotel-until-paid/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/16/cartagena-prostitute-wouldnt-leave-hotel-until-paid/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/why-are-politicians-not-talking-about-albertas-billion-dollar-questions/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/why-are-politicians-not-talking-about-albertas-billion-dollar-questions/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/15/why-are-politicians-not-talking-about-albertas-billion-dollar-questions/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/alpheus-daily-watch
http://www.ipolitics.ca/alpheus-at-committee
http://www.ipolitics.ca/alpheus-at-committee
http://www.ipolitics.ca/alpheus-at-committee
http://www.ipolitics.ca/alpheus-at-committee
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/05/opposition-keeps-pressure-on-f-35-file-in-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/05/opposition-keeps-pressure-on-f-35-file-in-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/05/opposition-keeps-pressure-on-f-35-file-in-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/03/union-reps-appeal-to-mps-to-stand-up-for-workers-who-lost-jobs-at-aveos/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/03/union-reps-appeal-to-mps-to-stand-up-for-workers-who-lost-jobs-at-aveos/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/03/union-reps-appeal-to-mps-to-stand-up-for-workers-who-lost-jobs-at-aveos/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/03/union-reps-appeal-to-mps-to-stand-up-for-workers-who-lost-jobs-at-aveos/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/02/big-budget-offers-many-lines-of-attack-in-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/02/big-budget-offers-many-lines-of-attack-in-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/02/big-budget-offers-many-lines-of-attack-in-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/04/02/big-budget-offers-many-lines-of-attack-in-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/30/budget-questions-dominate-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/30/budget-questions-dominate-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/30/budget-questions-dominate-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/30/budget-questions-dominate-qp/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/28/budget-dominates-question-period/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/28/budget-dominates-question-period/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/28/budget-dominates-question-period/
http://www.ipolitics.ca/2012/03/28/budget-dominates-question-period/
http://ipolitics_assets.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Click_here_for_March281.pdf
http://ipolitics_assets.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Click_here_for_March281.pdf
http://ipolitics_assets.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Click_here_for_March281.pdf
http://ipolitics_assets.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Click_here_for_March281.pdf
http://www.ipolitics.ca/legisinfo
http://www.ipolitics.ca/legisinfo
http://www.ipolitics.ca/legisinfo

Op-ed: Revolutionizing the Canadian social justice sector | iPolitics

C-350, An Act to amend the
Corrections and Conditional
Release Act (accountability of
offenders)

C-215, An Act to amend the
Canadian Forces
Superannuation Act and the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Superannuation Act (deletion of
deduction from annuity)

C-278, An Act respecting a day
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and to provide for related and
consequential matters

C-360, An Act to support
Canadian professional football

C-26, An Act to amend the
Criminal Code (citizen’s arrest
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dependency. Over time, Canadian social justice groups attracted

EDITOR'S
Picks

Jim Flaherty’s budget speech,
iPolitics pop-up video edition

Hey look, an iPolitics e-book!
NDP souvenir edition

iPolitics NDP e-book: Sarah L’s
sketchbook in flip-the-page
form

‘He can’t just be tinkering ...’
What the 2012 budget has to do

100 pundits on robocalls:
‘Oh. My. God'’ ... et cetera

PRINT
On Demand

French
staff who knew how to secure government aid, but who had little presidential
ability to raise money from private individuals, communities and hc(f‘lgdc;ﬂgltier?g

businesses. rallies in Paris

More importantly, perhaps, there were no strong laws enforcing Summit of the

the federal government’s commitment to not manipulate the Qg%g%as
funding. When a newly elected Conservative government decided
to play by different rules in 2006, Canada’s social justice sector
was suddenly thrown into crisis.
Geithner
coaches
Harper's government began by cutting funding to domestic Congress:
social justice programs such as Status of Women, a federal Iel_szsps)‘o(?irgga’

agency charged with issues of gender equity, and to the Court

Challenges Program, which had helped aggrieved groups seek

legal redress.

Full list of today's clippings

Then, the Conservatives began slashing support to
internationally oriented groups, such as the Canadian Council
for International Cooperation, an independent policy group, and
to KAIROS, a faith-based development organization. The list
went on, and has only continued to grow.

Canadian Conservatives were sending a clear signal. If the
government was going to pay the bills, its policies would
predominate. Officials let it be known that any organization still
getting federal money would have to fall in line, and with few
safeguards to protect their independence, no state-supported
entity in Canada was safe.

Understandably, many organizations scrambled to curry favour. At
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the Ottawa-based IDRC, for example, a jittery board of governors
installed a government official in 2008 as their new director,
hoping he might keep the Conservatives happy. The new
director did his best, slashing programs and projects that
might attract Conservative ire.
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Op-ed: Revolutionizing the Canadian social justice sector | iPolitics

Download here Other restrictive moves are in the offing. The 2012 budget, for

example, introduced new penalties for charities devoting more
than 10 percent of their money to “political advocacy,” meaning
that charitable entities supporting Greenpeace could face legal
sanction.

Environmental groups seem to have attracted particular
government ire. Natural Resource Minister Joe Oliver, for
example, recently attacked Tides Canada, a Vancouver based
charity, for its opposition to the Northern Gateway pipeline. Such
action has likewise led to long-time and famed environmentalist
David Suzuki leaving the board of the charity bearing his
name to avoid undermining its work in the wake of conservative
pressure.

In other cases, officials have labeled civic groups unpatriotic.
Citizenship and Immigration minister Jason Kenney, for
example, attacked activists defending migrant workers as “anti-
Canadian extremists.”

Although the Conservative crackdown attracted substantial media
attention, few Canadian voters seem to care. Many cutbacks
were publicized long before the Conservatives’ 2011 electoral
victory, and 80% of polled Canadians have just voiced

support for the new restrictions on charities’ political activities.

Click here for more special The writing is thus on the wall for those Canadians still interested

editions in independently minded social justice: find private sources of
- - funding, or face defeat.
Did we miss
Something? Over the past decade, Conservatives have learned much from
T their colleagues down south. Now, if left-leaning Canadians

want their own causes to survive, they must do the same.

Click here to enter Canada’s golden era of public funding for critical thinking is over,

your feedback. and future governments of any persuasion are unlikely to

resurrect the old system. In a competitive electoral environment,
few Canadian governments will fund groups whose views are not
aligned with their own. To keep their dreams alive, Canadian
activists will now have to develop new and private resources.
Raising private money poses its own ethical quandaries, but there
seem to be few other options on the horizon.

Sympathetic Canadian citizens, for their part, will now have to dig
deep into their own pocket to support the causes they hold dear.

© 2012 iPolitics Inc.
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